Name ________________
Date_________________

Grade 6- _____

The House of Dies Drear Summer Project

Complete the following as you read:

Vocabulary for chapters 1-4. Define each.

agitated adj. ____________________________________________________________

calamity n. _____________________________________________________________

lapse v. ________________________________________________________________

pathetic adj.____________________________________________________________

percolating adj. _________________________________________________________ 

plunder v. ______________________________________________________________

specter n. ______________________________________________________________

Vocabulary for Chapters 8-14. USE IN A SENTENCE THAT RELATES TO THE NOVEL.

aloofness n. _________________________________________________________________

bemused adj. ________________________________________________________________

brooding adj. ________________________________________________________________

conceal v. ___________________________________________________________________

cumbersome adj. _____________________________________________________________

gauge v. ____________________________________________________________________

malice n. ____________________________________________________________________

ornate adj.  __________________________________________________________________

shrewd adj. __________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary 14-19 Use the following words to write a one paragraph review of the novel

curator n. person in charge of an exhibit
fanatical adj. extreme

inkling n. hint

painstakingly adv. in a manner showing care

peeved adj. annoyed

premonition n. warning

rampart adj. barrier

steadfastness n. determination

stupendous adj. astounding

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Characters:

Write a brief description of each character IN YOUR OWN WORDS. DO NOT COPY FROM THE INTERNET. IF ANY STUDENT DOES THIS, IT WILL RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC ZERO AND DETENTION AS I HAVE DISCUSSED PLAGARISM WITH YOU IN DEBTH THIS YEAR. 

Thomas Small 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mr. Small _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mrs. Small 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Billy/Buster Small

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mr. Pluto/Mr. Skinner

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayhew Skinner

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pesty 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Mac” Darrow

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mr. Carr

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dies Drear

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Great Grandmother Jeffers

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reverend Breckenridge

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comprehension.

Answer each question in your own words.  REMEMBER: Use quotes and details from the novel to support your answer.

1. What information does Thomas gather about his new home before he arrives? How might this information have influenced his feelings about the house? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who is Mr. Pluto? Why is Thomas angry that Mr. Pluto arranged the family’s furniture? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe Thomas’s experience in the hidden passageway. How does his experience add to the mystery of the story?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do Mr. Small and Thomas find in the cavern? How does Pluto respond to their being there? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Who is Mayhew, and what has he been doing to trick people? What is his reason for fooling people?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What frightens Pluto most about the Darrows? Why was the “performance” involving Mr. Small, Thomas, Mayhew, and Pluto an effective way to deal with them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why might Hamilton have decided to end the book with a scene that includesThomas and Pesty? What does the author mean when she says, “And they didn’t mind the waiting, not this day nor the days to come”? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is your view of Pluto at the end of the book? Is it different from the view you had of him at the beginning of the book? Explain.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHARACTER TRAITS

We spent a good deal of time this year discussing character traits and how the characters words, actions and what other characters say about them leads us to assign a particular trait to a character. In a five paragraph essay, discuss 3 traits that Thomas Small illustrates throughout the novel. Use quotes and details from the novel to support your answer. Remember that your essay should have a clear introduction that states your claim and your conclusion should reiterate it, leaving it clear in the reader’s mind. Use loose-leaf with a proper heading for your essay. 
